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Before you submit a doctoral proposal, you are strongly encouraged to:  

¶ look at existing doctoral theses from the RCM (https://researchonline.rcm.ac.uk/) and other institutions 

¶ check that RCM is the best place for you by looking through RCM staff members currently offering doctoral 

supervision listed here: https://www.rcm.ac.uk/courses/researchdegrees/findasupervisor/.  

¶ discuss your research proposal informally with a potential supervisor or named contact before making an 

application 

Your application must include  

Research proposal 

Your research proposal should be a maximum of 1500 words. Please structure your proposal under the following headings: 

¶ Research Question: What are the fundamental issues that your project will address? 

¶ Rationale: What is the significance of your proposed work? What gaps exist in current scholarship that your 

research might fill? Is your project substantial enough to sustain at least three years of study? 

¶ Methodology: What approaches will you use, based on what theoretical background? Do these differ from those 

of others working in the same field? If so, how and why? Do you have the relevant experience for the project, and 

can you anticipate future developments from it? If relevant, do you have the appropriate language skills to pursue 

your chosen topic? If relevant, do you have access to the required research materials? 

¶ Suitability: Why does your project fits with your proposed/chosen supervisor(s) research, and the strengths of the 

RCM? It is essential that you identify potential supervisors and demonstrate the relevance of their expertise to your 

project. 

¶ For practice-related projects only: The PhD program offers flexibility in the format of submissions, allowing for a 
range of options that integrate creative work with written analysis. Depending on your research in performance, 
composition, or other creative practices, you may submit anything from brief commentaries accompanying a 
creative portfolio to a more extensive written thesis. If applicable, please outline your current thoughts on how you 
envision balancing the creative and written components in your final submission. How will practice help you 
answer your research questions? 

Bibliography 

Include a bibliography of what you feel are the most relevant publications and/or creative contributions (15-20 items) 

framing your field of research, including academic publications, scores, recordings and web resources as appropriate.  

Sample of written work 

All applicants must submit an example of previously completed written work in English of approximately 2000 words. This 

might be an extract from a recent Masters dissertation, or an extended essay involving a critical or scholarly evaluation of 

an aspect of music. It should demonstrate the standard of your scholarly writing, including critical thinking and referencing 

skills.  
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